
International Carillon Competition KNKV & VBV – 2026 

 

1 
 

COMPETITION RULES 

1. Introduction 

1.1. This International Carillon Competition is a joint organization of the Royal Dutch Carillon 

Society (KNKV) and the Flemish Carillon Society (VBV), in collaboration with the Lier Carillon 

Society, Podiumacademie Lier, Visit Lier, the City of Lier, the Municipality of Oirschot, the 

Parish of Oirschot Saint-Odulphus of Brabant, and the participating local carillonists 

Rosemarie Seuntiëns (Oirschot), Koen Van Assche and Jasper Depraetere (Lier). 

1.2. A maximum of eight finalists will be selected via video recordings and will be invited to 

the final days, on Thursday, July 2, 2026, in Lier (Belgium), and on Saturday, July 4, 2026, in 

Oirschot (the Netherlands). Candidates will be judged completely anonymously during both 

the pre-selection and the finals. The names of the finalists will only be announced after the 

competition is completed.  

1.3. Important dates: 

• December 1, 2025: Registration opens 

• February 15, 2026: Deadline for submitting videos for the pre-selection 

• March 1, 2026: Invitation to the finalists for the finals 

• June 1, 2026: Deadline for finalists to submit repertoire selections 

• July 2, 2026: Finals day in Lier (Belgium) 

• July 4, 2026: Finals day in Oirschot (Netherlands) 

1.4. Prizes: 

• First prize: €1,500, and a series of concerts in Flanders and the Netherlands in 2027 

• Second prize: €750, and concerts in Flanders and the Netherlands in 2027 

• Third prize: €250 
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2. Preselection and Registration 

2.1. Preselection repertoire: 

• An arrangement of a work composed between 1650 and 1750 (max. 7 minutes) 

• A carillon composition written after 1920 (max. 10 minutes) 

• A new and unpublished carillon composition that participants will receive 

immediately after registration 

2.2. Candidates submit one video per work to the secretary, three videos in total. The videos 

must not have been previously published or shown to the jury members. The candidate must 

be clearly visible in the video. 

2.3. After registration, the secretary will provide the procedure for sending the video files. 

During the preselection, only the secretary is aware of the candidates' identities (not the 

organizers). The secretary (who has no voting rights on the jury) converts the videos into 

audio files, which are then sent to the jury members for anonymous evaluation. 

2.4. Candidates may include sections of multi-part works in their repertoire selection, clearly 

indicating which sections of these multi-part works they intend to perform. This choice must 

be indicated upon registration. 

2.5. Registrations must be submitted by email to the jury secretary: thomas.buys@lier.be 

2.6. Registration is only valid if the email contains the following information: 

• Desire to participate in this competition 

• Declaration of agreement with the competition rules 

• Personal information: name, telephone number, email address 

• Titles of the two works selected by the candidate for preselection, indicating the 

duration of each work 

• A copy of the scores without any annotations that could reveal the candidate's 

identity or nationality 

2.7. Candidates will immediately receive confirmation of their registration by email from the 

secretary, including the PDF of the required work for preselection and the procedure for 

submitting the videos. The candidate is personally responsible for verifying this confirmation 

email. If the confirmation email is not received, this means the registration was not 

successful, and the candidate must contact the secretary again. 
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2.8. The pre-selection videos must be submitted by February 15, 2026, at the latest. The 

organizer is not responsible for any technical issues the end user may encounter that may 

prevent the videos from being submitted. If a candidate experiences technical difficulties or 

problems during this process, they should contact the secretary immediately. It is 

recommended to begin uploading videos at least 48 hours before the deadline. This will 

allow sufficient time for the videos to be uploaded and to resolve technical problems, if any. 

Candidates who fail to follow this recommendation have no guarantee of their participation 

in the pre-selection in the event of any technical problem. 
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3. Finals 

3.1. The candidates will be informed by March 1, 2026, whether or not they have been 

selected for the finals. The finalists have until June 1, 2026, to inform the secretary of their 

repertoire choices (including the duration of the works) and to submit their scores digitally. 

3.2. The names and contact details of the finalists will be communicated to the organizers via 

the secretary to discuss the further course of the competition with them. The organizers will 

not make public the names of the finalists outside the organization during the competition. 

Only after the last day of the finals will the organizers disclose the names of all finalists to the 

outside world.  

3.3. The finalists can’t have any contact with the jury members and/or to inform them of 

their place in the final. The jury members will not undertake any attempt to identify the 

finalists.  

3.4. Repertoire for the first day of the finals in Lier, July 2, 2026 

• Compulsory composition (1st prize of the International Carillon Composition 

Competition Lier, 2025). This composition will be published digitally on February 1, 

accessible to everyone. 

• An arrangement of a work composed between 1650 and 1750. This must be a 

different work than the one performed during the pre-selection. 

• Carillon composition(s) and/or arrangement(s) of your choice 

The total duration of all works (including compulsory work) may not exceed 20 minutes. 

3.5. Repertoire for the second day of the finals in Oirschot, July 4, 2026 

• Contemporary carillon composition (from after 1960) 

• Carillon composition(s) and/or arrangement(s) of the candidate's choice 

The total duration of all works may not exceed 20 minutes. 

3.6. The order of performance for each individual final day will be determined in advance by 

drawing lots. Two draws will take place, one for each final day, at 10:00 AM on both July 2nd 

and July 4th, 2026. The order of the candidates will therefore be different at both locations. 

3.7. Finalists are required to be present for both draws. Finalists who fail to attend will be 

excluded from further participation. If a finalist is unable to attend the draw due to 

unforeseen circumstances, they must immediately notify the secretary. 

3.8. The organizers will provide transportation for the finalists (together in a van) from Lier to 

Oirschot and back, depending on their preferences. Finalists who wish to do so can stay at 

the Bed Muzet cultural hostel in Lier. 
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4. The Jury and Judging 

4.1. The jury for both the pre-selection and final days is the same and consists of three 

people: two carillonists (who are not carillon teachers) and one non-carillonist: 

Gijsbert Kok (NL, chairman of the jury) is the city carillonist of The Hague and Scheveningen 

and the regular player of the carillons of Voorschoten and Zoetermeer. He teaches music 

theory at the Rotterdam Conservatory (Codarts) and has a concert career as a carillonist, 

organist, and accompanist. 

Wim van den Broeck (B)  is an organist and carillonist. He is currently carillonist in Diest, 

Genk, and Peer and was chairman of the Flemish Carillon Association between 2019 and 

2025. He has an extensive concert career as a carillonist.  

Caroline Ansink (NL) is a flautist with the Clara Schumann Orchestra in Cologne and 

professor at the Utrecht Conservatory. In recent years, she has worked as a composer for all 

conceivable ensembles. 

4.2. The jury's decisions are binding for the outcome of the competition. From the moment 

of registration for the competition (which is possible from December 1, 2025), no 

communication (direct or indirect) regarding the competition between the candidates and 

the jury members will be permitted. Throughout the entire competition period (from 

December 1, 2025), the jury members are not permitted to make any statements regarding 

the candidates, the jury's work, or the organization of the competition. 

4.3. The judging of the preselection and the final will be completely anonymous. During the 

preselection, only the audio files will be shared with the jury members. During the final days, 

the jury will listen at a separate listening place from the audience. The program booklet will 

contain the repertoire, but not the names of the finalists.  

4.4. The jury awards points out of a hundred, per work, per candidate. These points are 

totaled. For the pre-selection, the eight candidates with the highest scores will be invited to 

the final days on July 2nd and 4th, 2026. During the final days, the total score per work and 

per candidate will determine the ranking. The points from the pre-selection do not count 

towards the final score. 

4.5. The jury reserves the right to withhold a place in the final (pre-selection) or a prize (after 

the final) if the candidates do not meet the required level. This is determined solely by the 

jury and is their sole responsibility. 

4.6. In the event of a tie on both the pre-selection and the finals, the points for the 

compulsory composition will be decisive. The secretary (without voting rights) is responsible 

for the proper judging process. 
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4.7. A different secretary is responsible for the smooth running of each final day. After the 

first day of the finals (July 2, 2026), the secretary will print out the points on paper and send 

it in a sealed envelope to the secretary of the second day of the finals (July 4, 2026). Neither 

the jury nor the organizers will be aware of the results of the first day of the finals at any 

time. Only the secretaries will be aware of this. 

 

  



International Carillon Competition KNKV & VBV – 2026 

 

7 
 

5. General rules 

5.1. Entries cannot be rejected on the basis of sexual orientation, ideological, linguistic, 

political, religious, or racial considerations. 

5.2. The finalists agree to remain completely free on the two final days and to be available for 

the competition at all times. The exact schedule of the finals will be communicated to the 

candidates at least one day before the first final day. 

5.3. By registering, the participant grants the organizer the right to use, without 

compensation, any image and audio recordings of the final days, recorded on behalf of the 

organizer or made available by the candidate in connection with the competition, for 

promotional purposes. 

5.4. If at any time it appears that a candidate is not complying with the competition rules, 

the organizers (KNKV, VBV) may immediately exclude the candidate. The candidate agrees 

not to commit any harmful action that would discredit the reputation of the organization 

and/or its sponsors, donors, and partners. If a candidate is involved in an action that reflects 

negatively on the competition, the organizers reserve the right to take appropriate action. 

This may result in the candidate's disqualification and the revocation of any previously 

awarded benefits. In the event of any damages, the candidate releases the organizers from 

all liability. 

5.5. The finalists will be given the opportunity to practice. This will be communicated to them 

later. 
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6. The instruments 

6.1. Lier 

• Sint-Gummaruschurch 

• Bell founders:   

Alexius Jullien: 24 (1 of 1704, 6 from 1705, 7 from 1706, 7 from 1707, 1 from 1713, 1 

from 1719, 1 from 1732), Johannes Jacob Huart: 1 (1781), Marcel Michiels sr.: 2 

(1925), Jacques Sergeys: 1 (1976), Eijsbouts: 24 (1 from 2003, 23 from 2004) 

• Number of bells: 52 

• Bass bell: striking tone F0 (connected as G0) = 7.638 kg 

• Total weight: 29.781 kg 

• Transposition: down a whole tone (keyboard tone c1 = striking tone bes0) 

• Tuning: meantone 

• Manual range: g0-bes0-c1-d1-chromatisch-d5 

• Pedal range: g0-bes0-c1-d1-chromatisch-bes2 

• Keyboard standard: European 

6.2. Oirschot 

• Sint-Petrusbasilica   

• Bell founders: Eijsbouts: 46 (1977), Petit en Fritsen 4  

• Number of bells: 50 

• Bass bell: striking tone Bes (connected as G0) 

• Total weight: 12.000 kg 

• Transpositon: up minor third (keyboard tone c1 = striking tone Es1) 

• Tuning: equal temperament 

• Manual range: c1-d1-chromatisch-c5 

• Pedal range: g0, a0 (!), c1, d1-chromatisch-g2 (no Bes0!) 

• Keyboard standard: European 
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